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Expand the Vision of Mountain Forests:
From Taiwan to International Peaks

The 2023 International Forum of Mountain Guide System builds a platform for exchange between domestic and
foreign mountain activity experts

To promote mountain guiding and
expand knowledge of mountain forests,
the Sports Administration (SA) partnered
with the National Taiwan Sport University
to host the "2023 International Forum of
Mountain Guide System" on November
5, 2023. The event featured a keynote
speech by Steve Long, Chairman of the
International Climbing and Mountaineering
Federation (UIAA) Training Committee,
as well as discussions led by Taiwan's
mountain fauna conservationist, Kuo Yen-

jen, and renowned climber, Yang Chu-hao,
who shared insights on both domestic
and international mountain climbing
environments and experiences. The
Taiwan Wilderness Medical Association
and Taiwan Mountain Magazine also par-
ticipated, showcasing a Portable Altitude
Chamber (PAC) and sharing information
about Taiwan's mountain forests. The
forum attracted nearly 100 enthusiastic
mountaineers.
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UIAA’s Steve Long visits Taiwan to share international mountain guide systems
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List of 2023 Sports Elite Awards

Finalists Revealed

Coach Liu Jin-chi wins Lifetime Achievement
Award and Hsu Hao-hung wins Special Award

Coach Liu Jin-chi, recipient of 2023 Sports Elite Awards-Lifetime Achievement Award, has made a major contribu-
tion to Taiwan's sports, giving him the name "the promoter of basketball in southern Taiwan."

Deputy Director-General of the SA
Hung Chih-chang said that this year's
Sports Elite Awards accepted a total of
85 recommendations for selection. He
expressed gratitude to individuals from
all walks of life who actively participated
in the nomination process. Coach Liu Jin-
chi, recipient of the 2023 Sports Elite
Awards-Lifetime Achievement Award,

has made a substantial contribution to
Taiwan's sports, giving him the name
“the promoter of basketball in southern
Taiwan." Go player Hsu Hao-hung, recip-
ient of 2023 Sports Elite Awards-Special
Award, claimed the title of the Asian Go
King, and is truly deserving of this presti-
gious honor.
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Go player Hsu Hao-hung, recipient of 2023 Sports Elite Awards-Special Award, claimed the title of the Asian chess
king, and is truly deserving of this prestigious honor.
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Building A Sports City: Construction
of West District Civic Sports
Center in Chiayi City Begins

Deputy Minister of Education Lin Teng-chiao(4™" from left in the first row) attended the groundbreaking ceremony
for the West District Civi Sports Center in Chiayi City, offering prayers for the smooth construction.

The West District Civic Sports Center
in Chiayi City held a groundbreaking cer-
emony on November 11. Administrative
Deputy Minister of Education Lin Teng-
chiao and Chiayi City Mayor Huang Min-hui
jointly prayed for the safety and smooth
construction. It is expected to be complet-
ed in September 2025, providing a friendly

environment, high-quality and safe sports
venues for the local people.

The Center has planned a number
of complete sports facilities, including an
indoor heated swimming pool, a new type
gym, an all-age physical training ground,
a yoga classroom, a rhythm classroom, a
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multi-function classroom, a multi-purpose
court and other facilities to meet different
sports needs. These facilities aim to foster
a sports-for-all environment in Chiayi and
contribute to the development of a healthy
and joyful city.

Upon the completion of the West
District Civic Sports Center in Chiayi City,
along with the existing East District Civil
Sports Center, Chiayi City will become
a sports and healthy city. The aim is for
everyone to engage in sports with family
and friends and lead a healthy life.
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New University Baseball League season
set to start Open level 1 games to kick
off in Taitung on December 22
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Season-opening press conference for the 2023 University Baseball League

The 2023 University Baseball
League is about to start a new season.
The opening press conference was held
on November 13. Fang Jui-wen, Deputy
Director-General of the SA, hopes to
collaborate closely with the Chinese Taipei
University Sports Federation to enhance
college baseball and develop top talents.
The most watched Level 1 open matches
will start in Taitung on November 22"

culminating in the champion being deter-
mined on January 17" and 18", 2024,
after preliminary and semi-final tests.

The college stage is a period for stu-
dents to grow and develop character, and
it's equally essential for players to refine
their skills and mental resilience. Our aim
is to motivate all baseball-loving students
to challenge their boundaries. "I am here"
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embodies confidence, unity, and support
for teammates, serving as the guiding
spirit of the new season. We appreciate
every role, with each player contributing to
the team and the UBL. Together, we craft
exciting events. UBL eagerly anticipates
embarking on this thrilling journey with
players and fans alike.

Deputy Director Fang underscored the
significance of fostering sports talents as
a pillar of national strength and a key com-
ponent of Taiwan's global competitiveness.
The UBL has actively contributed to boost-
ing Taiwan's baseball competitiveness,
leading to enhancements in team quality,
increased participation, and a notable
expansion of baseball facilities. To continue
promoting comprehensive baseball-related
initiatives and upholding Taiwan's baseball
legacy, future efforts will prioritize quality
and collaboration with schools, county
governments, and non-governmental orga-
nizations, guided by the principle of "equal
emphasis on quality" to set down the roots
of student baseball.

In recent years, Taiwan's national
baseball team has excelled internationally.
The SA prioritizes nurturing the next
generation, and the UBL is renowned as
the "Cradle of Taiwanese Pro Players."
Among the players who participated in the
competition last year, 19 people, including
Lin Hua-wei (National Taiwan University of

ERSITY BASEBALL LEAGUE

Sport), Chen Sheng-wen (National Chiayi

University), Lin Wang-shi (Chinese Culture
University), and Hsin Jun-sheng (National
Taiwan Sport University), were recruited
by the Chinese Professional Baseball
League. The press conference also includ-
ed last year's champion teams: National
Taiwan University of Sport, National Uni-
versity of Kaohsiung, University of Taipei,
and Soochow University. They shared their
championship experiences and empha-
sized teamwork and self-improvement,
encouraging all athletes to prepare and
shine on the right stage.

This academic year, 123 teams
from 97 schools will compete in various
categories: open level one, open level two,
general group, and open girls’ group. The
open level 1 competition starts on Novem-
ber 22, with 16 teams in the preliminaries
playing in Taitung and Kaohsiung. The
semi-finals will be at the National Taiwan
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University of Sport Baseball Stadium in

Taichung, featuring the top 8 teams in a
single round-robin competition, with the

finals broadcast live on MOMO TV and
SSUTV.
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SA Director-General Cheng Shih-Chung Visited
Japan to Support the CPBL Team in the Asia
Professional Baseball Championship Meets
Judokas Lien Chen-Ling and Yang Yung-Wei

SA Director-General Cheng Shih-chung (left) went to visit judoka Yang Yung-wei (2"¢ from left) at Nippon Sport
Science University where he is engaged in off-site training and exchanged opinions with coach Liu Wen-teng (2"
from right) and Dr. Liao Wei-hshun.

SA Director-General Cheng Shih- Shoushikan dojo in Tokyo on the 18" to
chung visited Japan to support the CPBL meet with judoka Lien Chen-ling, who is
team in the Asia Professional Baseball currently based in Japan. and also visited
Championship. He also visited the judoka Yang Yung-wei who is undergoing
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offsite training at Nippon Sport Science
University. The two will compete at the
Tokyo Grand Slam on December 2.

Lien Chen-ling, a member of Japan's
Komatsu judo club, previously captained
the club and won gold for Taiwan at the
Hangzhou Asian Games. The Komatsu
judo team is the top women's judo team in
Japan and has recently established a new
Shoushikan dojo, attracting many foreign
teams for training.

Lien Chen-ling (left) pictured with SA Director-
General Cheng Shih-chung before training at Shou-

shikan dojo
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Sport Terms EEl

Mountain guide

Sports Elite Awards

Civic Sports Center

Indoor heated swimming pool

New type gym

All-age fitness training ground

Yoga classroom

Multi-function classroom

Multipurpose court
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