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A Succession of Good Shots as the
High School Basketball League
2024 Finals Successfully Held
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High School Basketball League 2024

The 2024 High School Basketball
League (HBL) finals concluded on March
17, with Nanshan Senior High School and
Taipei First Girls’ High School clinching the
boys’ and girls’ championships. Minister of
Education Pan Wen-chung presented the
trophies, showing support for the student
athletes and commending their efforts.
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This school year, the final top four
of the boys' group were the champions
Nanshan Senior High School, the run-
ner-up Kuangfu High School, third was
Tongtex Secondary High School and fourth
Songshan Senior High School; in the girls
group, Taipei First Girls’ High School were
champions, runner-up was Pumen Senior
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High School, third was Taoyuan Municipal
Yang Ming Senior High School and fourth
Jinou Girls High School.

To promote sports equality, the
Sports Administration offered sign lan-
guage interpretation exclusively during
the half-time anchor commentary of the
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HBL championship's third and fourth place
games in the 2023 academic year. This
service continue during the broadcast this
year (2024), ensuring hearing-impaired
basketball enthusiasts can follow the
game's real-time situation and feel includ-
ed through sign language interpretation.
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Sports Administration Holds an Administrative
Seminar and International Forum to Strengthen
Sports Groups’ Ability to Organize Competitions

~ Sarie Foruma
77\ 2024 Spart Event
/A Talwan Workshop

To boost event organization efficiency, the SA held the “15 Seminar on International and Cross-strait Sports
Exchange” and the “2024 Sport Event Taiwan Workshop Forum” on March 15™. These events aimed to help orga-

nizers improve event quality and learn from international experiences.

On March 15™, the Sports Adminis-
tration (SA) organized the 15t Seminar on
International and Cross-strait Sports Ex-
change (the Seminar) and the 2024 Sport
Event Taiwan Workshop (SET Workshop)
Forum to help event organizers improve
the quality of sports events. SA Director of
the International and Cross-strait Sports

Division Hsu Hsiu-ling emphasized the SA's
support for Taiwanese event organizers to
enhance their competencies and expand
internationally, aiming to elevate Taiwan's
profile in international sports events.

To enhance event effectiveness, the
SA scheduled both the Seminar and the
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SET Workshop Forum on the same day.
The morning session featured administra-
tive training, covering administrative mat-
ters and key points for international sports
exchanges. All units were encouraged to
participate in the 2024 SET Workshop
series. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the Mainland Affairs Council provided
updates and cases of international and
cross-strait sports exchanges. The Chi-
nese Taipei Olympic Committee discussed
its operations for the year, and the Taipei
City Government Department of Sports
promoted registration information for the
World Masters Games 2025 Taipei & New
Taipei City on-site.

The afternoon session of the SET
Workshop Forum centered around the
theme “International Sport Event & City
Branding”, delving into the integration of
local cultural imagery to boost city tour-
ism. Special guest Tokyo Marathon Race
Director Tad Hayano provided insights into
how the Tokyo Marathon, Asia's only World
Marathon Series event held in March,
infuses local cultural characteristics to
establish a distinctive brand identity for
the international event.

Also Marco Favaro from Izu City's
regional revitalization cooperation team.
shared how the Izu Peninsula in Shizuoka
Prefecture has utilized 'bicycle explora-
tion' to establish a local sports ecosystem,
leading to the successful attraction of

=5 % Kuming Chen Jasen Hsu
2 Feebees #1814 Whilzu W #2
General, Yokys Marathon Foundation Lzu City Local Vitalization Founder, Feebees Whiizu, Man;

This forum invited Tokyo Marathon Race Director
Tad Hayano (3" from left), Marco Favaro from Izu
City's regional revitalization cooperation team
(middle), and Deputy Director General Chen Mi-Shun
from the Ministry of Economic Affairs' Small and
Medium Enterprise Administration (2" from left),
along with experts, scholars, and sports innovation
team representatives. They discussed integrating
sports events with local culture for sustainable
brand event management.

Marco Favaro T
IZU-City Cooperation team
]

; 2)Sportjournalist
Shizuoka
Duty:

Japan Developing tourism through eycle
tourism and cyeling events.

Marco Favaro from Izu City's regional revitalization
cooperation team, shared how the Izu Peninsula in
Shizuoka Prefecture has used “bicycle exploration”
to build a local sports ecology.
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international cycling events and fostering
international exchange opportunities.

Tokyo Marathon Race Director Tad Hayano shared
the increase in both domestic and international run-
ners in the marathon, its economic impact, and the
infusion of local culture into international events.

Additionally, Deputy Director
General Chen Mi-Shun from the Ministry
of Economic Affairs' Small and Medium
Enterprise Administration delivered a key-
note speech on Smart City 2.0 vision and
development strategies. Sports innovation
teams shared the latest updates from
the sports technology industry. Through
exchange discussions, speakers explored
diverse topics, opening opportunities for
future cooperation.

The SA holds two administrative
seminars annually to enhance the capa-
bilities of domestic event organizers and
strengthen personnel training. Addition-
ally, since 2021, the SET Workshop has
been organized to achieve the vision of
event branding. This year's focus is “In-
ternational Sport Event & City Branding”,
aiming to foster collaboration between
sports events and cities to create branded
events that highlight Taiwan's unique
characteristics.

The SA is revising regulations,
enhancing subsidies, and improving
sports events through inter-departmental
cooperation. The objective is to upgrade
Taiwan's international sports events,
boost urban tourism and economic devel-
opment, and showcase Taiwan's cultural
richness to the world. In the future, a
series of international forums and activ-
ities will be held successively, bringing
together representatives from internation-
al cities such as South Korea, Malaysia,
Thailand, Lithuania, Indonesia, Sweden,
and renowned event organizers to provide
diverse insights and references. For infor-
mation on forum and workshop activities,
please visit the SME learning website.
Interested individuals are encouraged to
stay updated.
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Guests and players from the two teams in a group photo at the pre-match ceremony for the Taiwan Professional
Women's Softball League (TPWSL) opening game

Taiwan Professional Women's Softhall
League 2024 Opening Game was

Held Amidst Excitement At Youth
Park Baseball Field in Taipei

2024 Taiwan Professional Women's
Softball League (TPWSL) began March
30" at Taipei City's Youth Park Baseball
Stadium. The Fu-Tian-Fu Chia-Nan Eagles
played the New Century Wasps, continuing
a four-year tradition of facing off in both
the opening and championship games.
Fang Jui-wen, Deputy Director-General of
the Sports Administration (SA), attended

to thank the Chinese Taipei Amateur Soft-
ball Association (CTASA) for their efforts in
supporting softball sports and expressed
hope for continued growth in Taiwan's
women's softball through the league.

The TPWSL, Taiwan's premier
women's softball competition, is in its 9"
year in 2024. Participating teams this year
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include the Fu-Tian-Fu Chia-Nan Eagles,
New Century Wasps, New Taipei Caesar
Warriors, Taipei TFMI Bravo Bears and
Campus Pangolins. In addition to these
five corporate teams, the CTASA also
included the U18 Taiwan training team to
enhance practical experience and com-
petitiveness, making a total of 6 teams
participating in the TPWSL.

This year, each TPWSL team will
compete in 6 single-cycle events, totaling
30 games per team and 90 regular season
games in total. Matches will be held in
various stadiums across northern, central,
and southern Taiwan, starting from Taipei
City Youth Park Baseball Stadium for the
opening game and concluding at Fengxin
Softball Field in Kaohsiung City. Exciting
matches will take place in five counties
and cities, with live broadcasts available
on television and the Internet for fans
unable to attend in person.

The SA emphasized that women's
softball remains a significant medal-win-
ning event for Taiwan in the Asian Games.
Taiwan has secured medals in the past
three Asian Games, underscoring the
stability and strength of Taiwan's women's

e

SA Deputy Director-General Fang Jui-wen attended
the pre-match ceremony for the TPWSL opening

game

softball team in international competition.
With softball set to return as an official
event at the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics,
this year's corporate women's softball
league adopts the slogan “New Dream”,
encouraging players to seize competition
opportunities, enhance their skills, and
pursue their dreams courageously. Every-
one is invited to support women's softball
and cheer for the players.

For more information about the
TPWSL, visit the official website (http://
softball.tw/) or the Facebook fan group
(https://www.facebook.com/TPWSL/).
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The SA Director-General Encourages
Para-athletes to Train Long-Term at
the National Sports Training Center
for the Paris Paralympics

T
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SA Director-General Cheng Shih-chung (2" from right) went to the National Sports Training Center to cheer for

Fang Jen-yu (front), a badminton training team athlete of the Paris Paralympics badminton training team.

To support Paralympic athletes for the
2024 Paris Games, Director-General Cheng
Shih-chung of the Sports Administration
(SA) arranged for Paralympic athletes to
reside long-term at the National Sports
Training Center (NSTC). On March 22, 2024,
he visited the NSTC, had lunch with athletes

and coaches, and discussed training needs
with NSTC CEO Kung Jung-tang and Chi-
nese Taipei Paralympic Committee (CTPC)
Secretary-General Sung Yu-chi.

The NSTC has not received paralym-
pic athletes for long-term training in the
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past. Following today's discussion, SA
Director-General Cheng Shih-chung re-
quested the NSTC to promptly assess and
address the individual needs of Paralym-
pic athletes. This includes considerations
such as frequent monitoring of water
intake and urine biochemical indexes
during high-intensity long-term training
to ensure kidney function for athletes
with spinal cord injuries, maintenance of
sports wheelchairs, and adjustments to
facilities for accessibility. Some athletes
may require specific accommodations
due to their physical stature or mobility
limitations, such as placing small steps
and long-arm clamps in front of washing
machines or facing challenges with out-
door activities like riding bicycles during

weekends and holidays.

SA Director-General Cheng Shih-chung (right) went
to the National Sports Training Center to cheer for
Hu Guang-chiou (left) and Yang I-chen (2" from
right,) badminton training team athletes of the Paris
Paralympics.

The Paris Paralympics are scheduled

from August 28 to September 8" this year.
The table tennis and badminton training
teams have been training at the NSTC
since March 1%, Director-General Cheng
emphasized that with the teams stationed
at the national training center for intensive
training, comprehensive support including
accommodation, nutrition, coaching, facil-
ities, equipment, and logistics will enable
athletes to focus on training. Leveraging
experience and resources from Olympic
and Asian Games preparation services,
logistics for Paralympic athletes will be
optimized to fully support their needs.

In the past, Para-athletics lacked
meal delivery and fatigue recovery
services, as well as sufficient urologists
and physical therapists. Director-General
Cheng instructed the SA and the CTPC to
collaborate on planning for this year's Par-
is Paralympics to ensure athletes receive
the support they need to win medals and
fulfill their dreams.

At present, four Taiwanese athletes,
including table tennis players Chen Po-
yen and Lin Tzu-yu, archer Tseng Lung-hui,
and Taekwondoin Xiao Xiang-wen, have
secured spots for the Paris Paralympics.
Additionally, pending official confirmation
from the International Paralympic Com-
mittee, Taiwan is expected to secure three
official quotas for badminton players
based on qualification standards. The
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SA aims to see more athletes qualify for
future Paris Paralympics and compete for
top honors for themselves and Taiwan.

Badminton player Fang Jen-yu, who
reached the top four in his first appear-
ance at the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics,
highlighted the comprehensive support
he received at NSTC, including exclusive
coaching, training, and academic tutoring.
This integrated approach to training has
greatly facilitated his preparation. NSTC
tailors its services to individual athlete
needs, focusing on enhancing physical
strength, skills, tactics, and psychological
readiness.

Wheelchair women's badminton
doubles players Yang I-chen and Hu
Guang-chiou noted the significant
improvements in training resources and
systems in recent years, thanks to sup-
port from the SA and the Chinese Taipei
Paralympic Committee. They expressed
gratitude for government support and
called for continued backing from the
Taiwanese people as they strive for victory
in Paris.

One of Director-General Cheng's key
policy visions upon taking office was to
“promote sports participation among all
groups”, with a particular focus on com-
petitive sports. His personal attendance at
the 2022 Asian Para Games in Hangzhou,
making him the first director-general to do

so, underscores the significance he places
on equality policies. The SA has allocated
funding of NT$160 million for Paris
Paralympics preparations, enabling ath-
letes to reside at NSTC for long-term train-
ing for the first time. This unprecedented
level of support reflects the government's
commitment to equal rights in sports,
urging the Taiwanese people to unite in
supporting and cheering on our athletes
for their exceptional performances.

SA Director-General Cheng Shih-chung (right) and
CEO of the National Sports Training Center Kung
Jung-tang (left) discuss the service plan of the Paris
Paralympics training team.

The SA announced a “Paralympic
Games Preparation Plan” to enhance
resource allocation and administrative
service measures, including tailored ser-
vices, financial support, and collaboration
with NSTC, aiming for a standardized
training system. With the Paris Paralym-
pics motto, “Games Wide Open”, it aims to
promote equality in sports for people with
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impairments, fostering a more integrated
society through athletes' preparation and
participation, supported by the Taiwanese

community.
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Spring Special: Get Extra Discounts on
Sports Vouchers for Friends and Family
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Activity promotional photo of the Sport Development Bureau of the Kaohsiung City Government presents “Gift
Giveaway for Youth Sports in Kaohsiung”
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To encourage active participation in
sports among young people, the Sports
Administration (SA) has been issuing
NT$500 Youth Sports Vouchers annually
to citizens aged 16 to 22 since June 1,

2020. This initiative aims to foster a love
for sports and create lasting memories
of youth. As of February 2024, there are
over 2,500 participating stores nationwide
where these vouchers can be redeemed.
Additionally, many stores and local gov-
ernments have responded positively by
offering increased discount plans, thereby
creating numerous business opportunities.

The Kaohsiung City Government's
Sport Development Bureau has launched
the “Gift Giveaway for Youth Sports in
Kaohsiung” program alongside Youth
Sports Vouchers. Under this initiative,
termed “a hundred gifts”, there are no
restrictions on quantity or frequency.
Simply use Youth Sports Vouchers at
cooperative stores in Kaohsiung to qualify
for the monthly lottery, with 10 gifts up for
grabs each month. The lottery operates
cumulatively, ensuring continued eligibility
until the activity's end, with one chance
per person to win. The top prize is round-
trip air tickets for two to Okinawa from
Kaohsiung, with additional prizes like Nin-
tendo Switch consoles, Air Pods, GARMIN
smartwatches, and more. Utilize Youth
Sports Vouchers in Kaohsiung for sports
activities and games. Visit the “KSD Good
Luck” Facebook page for details.

The Taiwan Golf Course Associa-
tion (TGCA) is promoting guided tours
combined with the Youth Sports Voucher
policy. Currently, Sunrise Golf & Country
Club offers the “2024 Youth Tour Sunrise
Golf Experience”, for groups of 10 or
more people spending at least NT$500
each with Youth Sports Vouchers can
enjoy hitting balls, golf course tours, and
scenic golf cart rides. Additionally, a West-
ern-style lunch box can be upgraded for
an additional fee of NT$388 at the salad
bar. In addition, Lily Golf offers a one-
day tour package for NT$800, including
putting greens, golf course walking tours,
and scenic restaurant meals, all eligible
for payment with Youth Sports Vouchers.

The Chinese Taipei School Sport Fed-
eration has combined annual events like
the “HBL High School Basketball League”,
“HVL High School Volleyball League”, “HFL
High School Football League”, “HDC High
School Dance Competition”, and campus
activities. They now offer exclusive use of
Youth Sports Vouchers for redemption of
limited-edition mascot Woohoo support
gift packs at event sites. Invite friends to
“watch the game” and redeem limited edi-
tion Woohoo packs for lasting memories.

The SA encourages “playing sports”
and “watching games” businesses to join
cooperative stores on 500.gov.tw, offering
diverse redemption choices for youth and
fostering a positive sports consumption
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cycle. Cooperating stores can integrate
sports with local creations and tours,
promoting cross-industry integration and
increasing opportunities for voucher utili-
zation.

The SA reminds individuals to safe-
guard their personal information when
using Youth Sports Vouchers to prevent
misuse. The redemption period for 2023
vouchers has been extended to June 30,
2024, while 2024 vouchers, available
since January 1, can be redeemed until
December 31, 2024. Youth aged 16 to
22 are encouraged to actively use the
vouchers to create memorable sports
experiences.

For information on voucher usage
and discounted stores, visit 500.gov.tw
or call the customer service hotline at 02-
77523658.

Chinese Taipei School Sport Federation mascot
WooHoo gift package
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Sport Terms EEl

Local culture

City tourism

High School Basketball League (HBL)

Sign language interpretation
Women’s softhall
Paralympics

Games Wide Open

Physical therapy

Support

Golf cart

Mascot

Smart watch

Organize a group

Putt on green
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