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Taiwan Top Athletes Embrace the World Through Bilingualism — The First
Time Training of Sports Coaches and Referees has Included English
Language Courses

Director General Kao Chin-Hsung of the Sports Administration (center) took a group picture with Taiwan top
athletes, coaches and referees.

In early 2019, the National Development Council proposed the "Blueprint for Developing
Taiwan into a Bilingual Nation by 2030" and the Ministry of Education (MOE) brought out
the "2019 Key Policy Highlight Results — Promoting a Bilingual Education Policy." Against
this backdrop, the MOE and Sports Administration (SA) are working in close concert
to promote bilingual education. For the first time, English language courses focused on
professional terminology will now be part of the training of category A, B and C sports
coaches and referees, making this an important year for the promotion of bilingual education

in Taiwan.

From this year, the SA will assist sports associations to include professional English

language proficiency as part of future training programs. This will help to create a bilingual



environment that improves the profession
coaches and referees, enhancing their abili
organizations and en ey have inte vel technical expertise. For example,
es will include a sports terminology class and courses for sports

referees will incorporate refereeing terminology.

In order to improve the development of competitive sports in Taiwan, it is also important to
enhance exchanges with international athletes, coaches and referees. In this context, familiarity
with English professional sporting vocabulary, together with overall English language
proficiency, make it easier to access the latest overseas information. It also ensures more
overseas athletes, coaches and referees, are willing to engage in exchanges with counterparts
from Taiwan. On January 29, renowned local athletes, coaches and referees were invited
to attend a press conference showcasing the importance of English when participating in
international events, leading teams at international sporting events or being an international
referee, as well as the invaluable experience of engaging in dialogue with overseas athletes,

coaches and referees.

Promotional video: International Taiwan, top athletes embrace the world through bilingualism

https://youtu.be/1YWzHDBTc1E
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Student Baseball League 30th Anniversary — In Praise of Ever-present
Teams and Staff

Minister of Education Pan Wen-Chung (10" from left, 2™ row), Director General Kao Chin-Hsung of the Sports
Administration (7" from right, 2™ row) with grassroots level baseball coaches and referees.

2019 is the 30th anniversary of the establishment of the Student Baseball League. In June
1990, the first student baseball league was established with the encouragement of the Ministry
of Education (MOE). In order to commemorate this milestone, the Sports Administration (SA)
in conjunction with the Chinese Taipei Student Baseball Federation held a commemorative
tea ceremony in praise of the 13 teams that have participated in the league for all 30 years.
Individual awards were also presented, thanking coaches, referees and league staffs who have
given all of their time and expertise to nurture grassroots baseball talents. It is hoped that,
with the hard work of these dedicated individuals, student baseball in Taiwan will reach even

greater heights in the future.

The first student baseball league game 30 years ago was between Nan Gwang Elementary
School from Nantou County and Xinggu Elementary School from Taipei County, with

Shanhua Elementary School from Tainan County defeating Gong Yuan Elementary School
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from Tainan City in the final. The Baseball League rep
of baseball in Taiwan, establishing an excellent foundation for it to expand. In 2018, a total
of 940 baseball teams (including 430 elementary school teams, 284 junior high school teams
and Mol teams) registered to play in baseball leagues in Taiwan. Many
of the players who took part in the first year of the event went on to become well-known
baseball stars domestically and overseas, including Chen Chin-Feng, Wang Chien-Ming, Lin
Wei-Chu, Peng Cheng-Min, Kao Kuo-Ching etc. Others have returned to the grassroots level
and dedicated themselves to nurturing a new generation of players, including first year league
batting champion Tien Chia-Ming, who is currently the coach of Ku Pao Home Economics &

Commercial High School baseball team from New Taipei City.

Minister of Education Pan Wen-Chung stated that, student baseball leagues are supported
and appreciated across Taiwan. They have not only helped to make Taiwan more competitive
and successful in international baseball events but have also promoted the development of a
grassroots baseball system, from elementary school through junior high school, senior high
school and university, supporting amateur and professional baseball nationwide. They have
also facilitated improvements and stability in the grassroots development of baseball by
establishing an organizational framework. In 2018, Taiwan introduced a campaign "Promoting
Quality Student Baseball," with the aim of playing baseball at elementary school, learning
baseball at junior high school, practicing baseball at senior high school and loving baseball at
university. This seeks to actively improve the competitive skills of baseball across Taiwan, and
has already seen clear improvements in the quality and quantity of teams and basic baseball
facilities. The long-term objective is to build on the success of Taiwanese baseball, attaching
equal importance to "quality and quantity," while working hand-in-hand with schools, city/

county governments, and civic groups to nurture student baseball.
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2019 New Year's Day Walk - Walk for Hope and Happiness

| 2019 New Year's Day Walk -Walk for Hope and Happiness- Guests warm up together with the participants

"Walk 10,000 Steps A Day, Health Is Guranteed". This year was the 16" year that a New
Year's Day mass walking event has been held by the Healthy Life and Sports Association R.O.C.
with the guidance from the Sports Administration, Ministry of Education. At 8am on New
Year's Day 2019, 8,000 participants gathered at Yuanshan Plaza in Taipei Expo Park to walk
together for health. Walking is an aerobic exercise and is one of the most popular forms of
exercise in Taiwan, suitable for people of all ages, and which allows people to choose the level
of intensity to suit their personal needs. The latest sports survey conducted by the Sports
Administration showed that, amongst people who exercise regularly, 83.3% participated in
"outdoor recreational exercise," and the most common of these activities is strolling/walking/
hiking (53.3%). Walking is relatively cost free, and is not restricted by time and venue and can

be done alone or together with friends and family.
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IWF General Secretary's First Visit to Taiwan, Opening Opportunities for
Future Cooperation

Group photo taken with Director General Kao Chin-Hsung of the Sports Administration (2™ from right), General
Secretary Mohammed Hasan Jalood of the International Weightlifting Federation (2™ from left) , President Chang
Chao-Kuo of the Republic of China Sports Federation (left), and President Chang Yang Po-Lien of the Chinese
Taipei Weightlifting Association (right).

International Weightlifting Federation (IWF) General Secretary Mohammed Hasan Jalood
visited Taiwan for the first time and was accompanied by President Chang Chao-Kuo of
the Republic of China Sports Federation and President Chang Yang Po-Lien of the Chinese
Taipei Weightlifting Association (CTWA) on January 29, to pay a visit to Director General
Kao Chin-Hsung of the Sports Administration (SA), Ministry of Education. Both sides
conversed enthusiastically and General Secretary Jalood stated that: "Taiwan is a weightlifting
heavyweight country and is especially renowned for its female weightlifters. I have always
wanted to visit Taiwan and am really happy to finally have this chance to visit and engage in

experience exchange and sharing with regards to the development of weightlifting in Taiwan."
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Although the visit to Taiwan was short, General Secretary Jalood was left with a deep
impression of the development of weightlifting in Taiwan; he thanked the president of the
CTWA for working tirelessly to promote the sport and nurture outstanding weightlifters
for a long time. With Taiwan's weightlifters achieving outstanding results in international
events along with the support of the government and promotion effort by CTWA, General
Secretary Jalood expressed the hope that Taiwan could enhance its role in the IWF by hosting

international weightlifting events in the future.

Weightlifting is one of Taiwan's key training sports for Tokyo 2020. The IWF General
Secretary will also visit the National Sports Training Center and National Sport University,
known as the cradle of weightlifters, to engage in in-depth exchange with important
Taiwanese sport figures. He also stated that he will develop close cooperative relations with

Taiwan in the future in order to strive together towards Tokyo 2020.

Taiwan Sports Lottery Chinese New Year New Ways to Play and Extra
Prizes Press Conference - Taiwan Sporis Lottery Offers Extra Prizes at
Chinese New Year to Allow People to Start the Mew Year with Good
Luck

Group photo taken at the Taiwan Sports Lottery Chinese New Year New Ways to Play and Extra Prizes Press
Conference
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With the intention of increasing sales, Taiwa
items to bet on and ways to play to widen th and increase the fun o
buying lottery tickets. New ways to play and extra prizes were launched between January 29

were also two "Weekly Lucky Draw for Website Members" events,
and, at 12am on February 2, Taiwan Sport Lottery began accepting bets on weekend sports
competitions for 24 hours non-stop in order to allow people to enjoy 24-hour betting at the

weekend and, in doing so, buy sports lottery tickets to help sports and welcome the Year of

the Pig.

Taiwan Sports Lottery had total sales of NT$43.4 billion in 2018, a record for the past five
years and up by NT$10.3 billion (31%) on 2016. The Sports Development Fund received
NT$4.3 billion from the sales income. The Sports Administration, Ministry of Education,
stated that, in its 2019 budget, the allocation for sports for the Sports Development Fund
exceeds that of the ordinary budget and these funds will be of great help in developing
sports in Taiwan. The excellent performance of our national team at the 2018 Asian Games
can be largely attributed to the improvement in support athletes received before the event
in terms of raising the level of food and accommodation and meeting various requirements;
the Sports Development Fund played a key role in bringing about improvements of athletes'
performance by providing the necessary funds. Looking forward to the 32" Olympic Games
in Tokyo in 2020, the Sports Administration announced the launch of the Tokyo 2020 Gold
Program under which the Sports Development Fund will continue to provide the funds
needed for athletes' training and to lay down a solid foundation for competition, with the aim

of helping our athletes to shine and achieve outstanding results at Tokyo 2020.
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