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The Sports Administration Announces
Results of 2023 Swimming Pool Inspections,
giving the Public the Right to Know

The Sports Administration announces results of 2023 swimming pool inspections, giving the public the right to know

To ensure public safety during swim-
ming activities, the Sports Administration
(SA) issues annual official letters to notify
local governments to conduct inspections
of public and private swimming pools
and their operators. These inspections
adhere to the Consumer Protection Act
and Swimming Pool Management Regula-
tions, aiming to safeguard the rights and
interests of sports consumers. The results
of the inspections for the year 2023 were
announced on October 26, revealing an
average compliance rate of 84.68%.

The SA announced that, except for
Keelung City and Nantou County govern-
ments, which failed to report initial and
follow-up inspection results on time, and
Taipei City, which is yet to report follow-up
results, other local governments have
completed their reports. In the 2023
inspection, local governments reported a
total of 432 swimming pools. Out of these,
33 ceased operations, 22 are temporarily
closed, and 5 were not open during the
inspection. The actual initially inspected
pools were 372, with 283 operators com-
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pliant and 89 with partial non-compliance.
As of September 30, follow-up inspections
identified 89 operators, with 32 compliant
and 57 remaining non-compliant. Local
governments are urged to list non-com-
pliant operators, and report for delisting
upon improvement completion.
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Among this year's swimming pool
audit, the most common non-conforming
items were related to "the sanitation of
swimming pools, wading pools and other
ancillary pools did not meet the standards
stipulated by the health authority" and
"building management, fire protection,
air quality management, business regis-
tration, etc. do not comply with relevant
regulations." The identified violations
in these two areas indicate a failure to
comply with relevant laws and regulations.
When local governments identify non-con-
forming operators during inspections, the
SA communicates with them, specifying
necessary improvements within a de-

fined timeframe as per Article 36 of the
Consumer Protection Act. In cases where
operator violations pose a significant risk
to the lives, health, or property of con-
sumers, immediate business suspension
may be mandated. Failure to implement
improvements within the specified dead-
line could lead to fines under Article 58
of the same law. Continuous monitoring
and guidance will be provided for ongoing
compliance and improvement.

For operators that have not improved
in the previous year, in addition to re-
questing local governments to list them as
priority assessment and guidance targets
for the current year, businesses that fail to
pass the assessment for two consecutive
years and do not meet improvement
requirements are required by local gov-
ernments to comply with the Consumer
Protection Act. The Act and relevant au-
tonomous regulations should be properly
implemented to enhance sports safety for
people consuming sports services.

In addition to the completed in-
spections of public and private swimming
pools, local governments are currently
conducting three other inspections: "Fit-
ness Center Member Recruitment Stan-
dard Contract," "Fitness Coach Course
Services Standard Contract," and " Vouch-
ers Issued by Sports Venue Operators."
It is expected that these inspections will
be completed and reported by the end of
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October. The SA will announce the inspec-

tion results on its official website by the
end of January 2024 for citizens to review.
It is recommended that consumers check

the website before engaging in swimming
activities to ensure that the operators are
qualified, safeguarding their rights and
enjoying the health benefits of sports.
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Hangzhou Asian Games Delegation
Returns Home Adorned With 67 Medals,
Premier Chen Chien-jen Hosts Banquet to
Congratulate athletes, coaches and staff

Hangzhou Asian Games Delegation Returns Home Adorned With 67 Medals, Premier Chen Chien-jen Hosts Banquet
to Congratulate athletes, coaches and staff

The 19" Hangzhou Asian Games
concluded on October 8, and Premier
Chen Chien-jen hosted a welcome-back
banquet on October 12 to commend the
athletes for their remarkable achieve-
ments. He praised their outstanding
performances and acknowledged the hard
work of the logistical support team. Pre-
mier Chen also took photos with coaches
and athletes from each team to commem-
orate the occasion.

Premier Chen praised our team
for its outstanding performance at the
Hangzhou Asian Games, securing a total
of 67 medals, including 19 gold, 20 silver,
and 28 bronze. With a 6™ place ranking
in gold medals and 7t" in total medals
among 45 participating countries, Taiwan
not only surpassed its performance at
the previous Jakarta Palembang 2018
Asian Games but also equaled the record
for the most gold medals in a single
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session since the country's participation
in all prior Asian Games. Several sports
achieved historic milestones, winning
their first gold medal or making their
debut in Asian Games history. These
achievements highlight the success of
Taiwan's competitive sports policy.
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BHPA's Mark Shaw and SHV's Beni Stocker visit Pingtung Sai Jia Paragliding Site, engaging in practical exchange of
experience and skills with Taiwan’s paragliding experts
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International Forum on Paragliding Experience
Exchange Takes the Stage in Pingtung

To enhance our paragliding sports
system, Sports Administration (SA) com-
missioned National Taiwan Sport Univer-
sity to organize the "2023 International
Forum on Paragliding Experience Ex-
change" at Pingtung’s Taiwan Indigenous
Peoples Cultural Park and Pingtung’s Sai
Jia Paragliding Site on October 21, 2023.
Two experts from the United Kingdom
and Switzerland were invited to share

insights into their countries' aerosports
insurance systems, industrial devel-
opment, and related topics. The event
included hands-on technical exchanges
at the flying sports field, where the
experts delivered speeches combined
with practical operations. This innovative
communication approach received wide-
spread acclaim from the local aerosports

community.
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Mark Shaw, Secretary General of
the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding
Association (BHPA) and Secretary Gen-

eral of the European Hang Gliding and
Paragliding Union (EHPU) participated
in a seminar through video conference
in 2022, sharing insights into the EHPU
accident database's operating mecha-
nism and the current state of European
paragliding sports. This session provided
valuable perspectives for domestic
aerosports associations and industry
stakeholders. This year, Mark Shaw
personally visited Taiwan to provide
a comprehensive explanation of the
accident, insurance, and claims systems
of British aerosports. Additionally, he
discussed how technology impacts the
future of aerosports and outlined BHPA’s
corresponding plans.

Soaring through the skies to enjoy
the breathtaking landscapes of Switzer-
land has become one of the latest modes
of travel in the country. Beni Stocker,
a permanent training instructor at the
Swiss Paragliding Association (Schweiz-
erischer Hangegleiter-Verband, SHV),
shared valuable insights into how SHYV,
starting from scratch in 1974, gradually

established a comprehensive training,
examination, and licensing system at all
levels. Today, paragliding has evolved
into a significant aspect of the Swiss
tourism industry. The related topics
sparked enthusiastic and lively discus-
sions among the attendees.

While aerosports may be consid-
ered a niche activity, its novelty and
excitement have attracted a growing
number of enthusiasts, establishing it
as one of the most popular emerging
sports. For this reason, the SA has
organized international symposiums
for three consecutive years, aiming to
leverage the expertise of flying sports
professionals from other countries. The
goal is to share insights into various
countries' systems and the develop-
mental trends of aerosports, providing
a valuable reference for crafting com-
prehensive regulations. Concurrently,
the SA encourages individuals in the
domestic aerosports sector to not only
learn from international experiences but
also contemplate how to collaboratively
harness resources from diverse sectors
to foster the flourishing development of
domestic aerosports.
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See You on Court: Opening Press Conference
for the Ministry of Education's 2023
High School Student Sports League

The Ministry of Education's 2023 school year High School Student Sports League opening press conference.

The Ministry of Education has en-
trusted the Chinese Taipei School Sport
Federation (CTSSF) to organize the High
School Student Sports League for the
2023 school year, including the four major
sports categories of basketball, volleyball,
football and women's softball. High School
Basketball League (HBL) qualifying match-
es commence on October 18, followed by
the exciting High School Football League
(HFL) on October 24. A press conference

was conducted on October 12, 2023,
by Sports Administration (SA) Deputy
Director-General Fang Rui-wen and CTSSF
President Hu Chieng-feng to officially
inaugurate the four major student leagues.
The objective is to enhance players' mo-
rale, motivating them to pursue excellence
and attain remarkable results.

SA Deputy Director-General Fang
Rui-wen expressed gratitude to the CTSSF
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for its meticulous planning of student
competitions. The theme for this school
year, "See You on Court," aims to show-
case the youthful vitality and playful style
of the student league. He also hopes that
everyone can engage in a relaxed and
free-spirited manner, meeting each other
anytime throughout the year. Games will
take place across Taiwan for students from
the four major leagues. Whether they are
honorable opponents competing on the
court, or fans and friends dancing together
with exuberant enthusiasm, they've all
made a promise to "See You on Court."

The press conference also featured
the participation of principals, coaches,
players, and sponsors from the champi-
onship teams of the 2022 HBL, HVL, HFL,
and HSL. Together, they unveiled the High
School Student Sports League for the
2023 school year. The opening ceremony
not only underscores the significance of
the various leagues but also encourages
fans and friends to maintain their interest
in the games and support the players
throughout the season.
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In the 2023 academic year, all league

events will be broadcast on Formosa
TV Taiwan through cable TV. Chunghwa
Telecom MOD and Hami Video are the
exclusive new media broadcast platforms
for HBL. This coverage includes all events
such as junior high school basketball,
junior and senior high school volleyball,
football, and softball. The broadcasts will
be featured on MOD ELTA Channel, and
online streaming will be simultaneously
available on the "BODY-MARKETING"
YouTube channel.
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Youth Sports Voucher has Been
Extended Until June 30, 2024
Health Insurance Card Verification
Added From October 16

50075c

> Explanation of the Youth Sports Voucher Redemption Period

To promote the active participation
of young individuals in sports events and
attendance at competitions, the Sports
Administration (SA) initiated the normal is-
suance of Youth Sports Vouchers annually,
starting on June 1, 2023. These vouchers
are made available to citizens aged 16-
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113/01/01-113/12/31 |

500.gov.tw

22, aiming to foster a positive sports
attendance and stimulate the growth of
the sports industry.

To ensure the public enjoys a full
one-year redemption period, the 2023
Youth Sports Voucher has been extended
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until June 30, 2024; also, in alignment

with normalization measures, the 2024
Youth Sports Voucher will be accessible
from 10 a.m. on January 1, 2024, and
is available for immediate use. The
SA encourages young individuals to
embrace their youth, relish the thrill of
sports, and let sports become beautiful
memories accompanying their journey
through youth.

From June to September, statistics
indicate that over 630,000 individuals have
availed themselves of the Youth Sports
Voucher, resulting in transactions totaling
around NT$2210.12 million. The redeemed
amount reached approximately NT$156.35
million, with spillover benefits estimated
at around NT$53.77 million. Notably, the
sports venues industry accounted for
57.12% of the redeemed amount, while the
sports, leisure, and education service sector
contributed the largest share at 30.96%.
This initiative has significantly contributed
to the advancement of the sports industry.
Several county and city governments, along
with collaborative stores, responded posi-
tively to the policy, actively boosting sales.
Among them, Taichung City, Kaohsiung City,
and New Taipei City secured the top three
positions in terms of redeemed amount.

The SA stated that the Youth Sports
Vouchers are an annual initiative. Indi-
viduals eligible for the 2023 vouchers

were born between January 1, 2001,
and December 31, 2007. Originally set to
conclude on December 31, the voucher
redemption period has been extended to
June 30, 2024, ensuring a full one-year
redemption opportunity. The public is
encouraged to take advantage of this ex-
tension and redeem their vouchers within
the specified period.

Furthermore, the 2024 Youth
Sports Vouchers, available for those born
between January 1, 2002, and December
31, 2008, can be collected starting at 10
a.m.on January 1, 2024.

The SA is improving the Voucher
collection process for enhanced security.
To prevent identity theft and unauthorized
receipt of Youth Sports Vouchers, the web-
site will introduce a health insurance card
number verification mechanism starting
from 10 a.m. on October 16, 2023. When
registering for Youth Sports Vouchers, in
addition to providing ID number, date of
birth, and mobile phone number, eligible
individual must also pass the health insur-
ance card number verification to receive
the SMS verification code. After entering
the code, they can successfully collect the
voucher. The SA emphasizes that Youth
Sports Vouchers are for individual use only,
and it's crucial to safeguard your personal
information to prevent misuse by malicious
persons.
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The SA encourages more sports-re-
lated businesses to register on the website
as cooperative stores and participate in
discount promotions. This initiative aims to
offer young people a wider range of con-
sumption credit options and collectively
expand the industry's scale. Many coop-
erative stores have responded positively
to the Youth Sports Voucher program,
actively boosting sales, and achieving
good results. For instance, some have or-
ganized promotions like lottery draws with

valuable prizes to encourage sign-ups for

exercise classes. Sports experience stores

have introduced activities where purchas-
es come with complimentary accessory
equipment and supplies. Others have
adopted a pre-sale ticket business model,
offering preferential measures such as
exchanging youth vouchers for pre-sale
experience vouchers. The SA urges co-
operative stores to implement additional
measures based on their operating types,
actively engaging people, generating
profits, and stimulating consumption and
redemption.
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Youth Sports Voucher Redemption Process and Usage Scope
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Sport Terms EEl

Swimming Pool

Consumer protection
checking operations

competitive sports

unpowered flight sports /
gliding sports

Paragliding

Softhall

championship

Exclusive broadcast

Youth Sports Vouchers
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