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The Sports Administration Urges the
Public to Unite for Victory in Paris by
Supporting Taiwan’s Para Athletes

The Sports Administration launches the Paralympics Games Preparation Plan to prepare for the Paris 2024 Paralym-
pic Games

The Paris 2024 Paralympic Games,
scheduled from August 28 to September
8, will see four of Taiwan's athletes,
who have qualified in three different
sports categories, intensely preparing
to compete in over 40 events, including
qualifying matches and points compe-

titions. The Sports Administration (SA)
has dedicated approximately NT$160
million to support their preparation and
participation, with the goal of achieving
top results. SA also urge the public to
rally in support, fostering a united front
for success in Paris.
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Since December 2018, the SA has
been enhancing its support for athletes
with impairments, focusing on “optimizing

preparation periods”,
and talented athletes”, and “improving

nurturing promising

supports for athletes”. This approach
contributed to Taiwan's remarkable tally
of 20 medals (4 golds, 4 silvers and 12
bronzes) at the Asian Para Games 2023
in Hangzhou. Recognizing the increasing
competitiveness in international para
sports, the SA has assisted the Chinese
Taipei Paralympic Committee to establish
the “Grading Principles for Athletes
Preparing for the Paralympic Games” and
the “Paralympic Games Preparation Plan”.
To date, 27 athletes across 8 sports have
been selected for these intensive prepa-
rations, which include a standardized
training system, cross-regional resource
integration, and the implementation of sci-
entific and personalized training methods,
all aimed at substantially improving sup-
port for athletes competing internationally.

The SA has detailed its “Paralympics
Games Preparation Plan” strategy, which
encompasses personalized services,
extensive financial aid, collaboration with
the National Sports Training Center(NSTC),
and comprehensive sports science support.
Notably, from March 1, key sports such as
table tennis and badminton will commence
training at the NSTC, utilizing its resources
and leveraging Olympic and Asian Games
service experience to boost coaching

efficacy. Moreover, in response to cost of
living changes, the SA and the NSTC have
increased the athletes' daily allowance,

aligning it with the 4% pay raise for public
sector workers. Consequently, non-em-
ployed college graduates undergoing
intensive training will receive NT$48,000
monthly, while those below university level
will get NT$28,000. Similarly, non-em-
ployed college graduate reserve athletes
will receive allowances corresponding to
the Ministry of Labor's basic wage, ensuring
athletes can dedicate themselves to training
without financial concerns.

The SA highlights that the Interna-
tional Paralympic Committee(IPC)'s mis-
sion is to enhance Para athletes' perfor-
mances and foster a more inclusive society
through Para sports. Aligning with this, one
of SA Director-General Cheng Shih-chung’s
key policy visions is “promoting sports
participation among all ethnic groups” and
ensuring the sports rights of athletes with
impairments, with a focus on competitive
sports. The SA encourages the people of
Taiwan to celebrate the achievements of
Para athletes, unite for a more inclusive
Taiwan, and collectively strive for success
in Paris.
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2024 Sport Event Taiwan Workshop
Launch Forum Kicks off on February 27
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The 2024 Sport Event Taiwan Workshop Launch Forum was officially inaugurated by SA Deputy Director-General
Hung Chih-chang (6" from the right), along with local government representatives, and local and international
scholars and experts. Together, they unveiled this year's theme, “International Sport Event & City Branding”, and
kicked off the series of workshop events.

The Sports Administration (SA) will
host 5 international forums in 2024 to
enhance domestic event organizers' ca-
pabilities and foster event branding. They
will also invite foreign speakers to Taiwan
to share insights and connect with local
distinctive international sports events.
The first forum on February 27 included
a launch ceremony for various activities,
with participation from local governments,
organizers, experts, and sports-related

units. The theme, “International Sport
Event x City Branding”, was announced,
officially kicking off this year's Workshop
series. The goal is to develop branded
international sports events showcasing
Taiwan's uniqueness through closer event-
city cooperation.

Since 2021, the SA has organized
the “Sport Event Taiwan Workshop”,
enhancing international links, promoting
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benchmark learning, and facilitating
exchanges between international event
organizers. This initiative improves the
handling of international sports events in
Taiwan and enhances the promotion of
approximately one hundred international
competitions guided by the SA annually. In
doing so, it promotes the transformation
and development of sports events, raising
their international profile.

The forum featured speakers from in-
ternational partners such as Finland, Can-
ada, Thailand, and South Korea, as well as
guests including the official representative
of Malaysia in Taiwan and representatives
from the APEC Secretariat and 12 econo-
mies. Under the main theme of “Interna-
tional Sport Event x City Branding”, Perttu
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The 2024 Sport Event Taiwan Workshop Launch Fo-
rum featured foreign speakers from Finland, Canada,
Thailand, and South Korea, who shared practical
examples to support the successful promotion of the
branding of event.

Pesa, President of the International Asso-
ciation of Event Hosts (IAEH) and director
of Major Events in the City of Tampere,
discussed the European Masters Games in

Tampere. Lance Macdonald, a committee
member of the International Children’s
Games (ICG), offered valuable insights
into youth events and local characteristics.
Charlie Jung, Deputy Secretary-General of
the Thai Mass Participation Sports Trade
Association (TMPSA), shared experiences
from the Laguna Phuket International
Marathon. Sung Cul Lee, Direct of the Ko-
rea Sports Promotion Foundation (KSPO),
discussed the unique approach of Korean
cities to developing their sports event
image. By presenting actual cases and
implementing suggestions from various
parties, the forum endeavors to effectively
advance the branding of sports events
and achieve enduring advantages through
mutually beneficial collaboration between
sports events and cities.

Deputy Director-General of the SA,
Hung Chih-chang, stated in his speech that
this year's theme is “International Sport
Event x City Branding”. The objective is to
assist event organizers in comprehending
international trends through international
forums and strengthening integration
with local governments. By leveraging
international events, the goal is to shape
the city's image and establish brand char-
acteristics, allowing people worldwide to
experience Taiwan's unique local culture
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through sports events. This initiative aims
to promote Taiwan and enhance the inter-
national visibility of its events and cities.

For the 2024 Sport Event Taiwan Workshop launch
ceremony, the SA invited representatives from coun-
ty and city governments, event organizers, domestic
and foreign experts and scholars, and sports organi-
zations to participate. The goal is to develop branded
international sports events showcasing Taiwan's
uniqueness through closer event-city cooperation.

In addition to hosting a series of
international forums, the “Sport Event
Taiwan Workshop” will also organize the
3" “Fun Sports Hackathon Competition”
this year. Both local and international
students will be invited to participate,
collaborating with sports event units
and sports innovation teams. By utilizing
concepts such as technology applications
and local connections, they will present
creative proposals to explore the bound-
less potential of sports events in Taiwan.
For more Workshop details, visit the “Fun
Sports in Taiwan” YouTube channel or the
“Optimizing International Sports Exchange
Zone” under the International and Cross-
Strait Sports Division on the SA official
website.
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Sports Administration Holds the 2024
Baseball Stadium and Field Maintenance
and Management Seminar

The Sports Administration holds the 2024 Baseball Stadium and Field Maintenance and Management Seminar to
enhance the professional knowledge and skills of supervisory personnel involved in electrical, mechanical, and
overall maintenance of stadiums and fields.

To enhance the capability of main-
tenance and management personnel of
baseball stadium and fields at all levels
throughout Taiwan, the Sports Administra-
tion (SA) has commissioned the National
Taiwan University of Sport to organize two
seminars focused on baseball stadium
and field maintenance and management.

Personnel responsible for the operation,
handling, and management of baseball
stadiums and school baseball facilities at
every level are expected to participate.
The first seminar is scheduled to take
place at the Sanchong Baseball Stadium in
New Taipei City on March 8™. The goal is to
enhance understanding of mechanical and
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electrical equipment maintenance within

baseball venues through shared insights
into common issues and on-site visits.
This initiative aims to improve professional
knowledge related to site maintenance
and to foster opportunities for experience
sharing and interaction among manage-
ment and supervisory staff.

Effective maintenance and manage-
ment of baseball stadiums and fields are
essential for their longevity, personnel
safety, and the smooth conduct of games.
Specifically, maintaining mechanical and
electrical equipment requires specialized
expertise. Although most maintenance
tasks at stadiums and fields are handled
by outsourcing suppliers, it is crucial for
venue staff to oversee operations and
verify whether suppliers fulfill their daily
tasks—an essential competency for all on-
site personnel.

The focus of the first seminar will be
on maintaining electrical and mechanical
equipment in baseball stadiums and
fields, as well as addressing common
issues associated with such equipment.
Professional lecturers will share their
expert knowledge and conduct onsite
case studies at the stadium. The goal is
to enhance the familiarity of management
and supervisory personnel from each
baseball venue with the typical challenges
encountered in maintaining electrical and
mechanical systems.

The seminar will present the findings
from baseball stadium and field surveys,
highlight common issues in mechanical
and electrical maintenance, and outline
response strategies. The morning session
will cover topics such as lighting systems,
power contract capacities, and essential
practices for first and second-level
mechanical and electrical maintenance.
The afternoon will feature an onsite visit
to Sanchong Baseball Stadium, allowing
participants to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the morning's topics and
their practical applications. A discussion
session will enable management and su-
pervisory personnel from various regions
to exchange ideas and strategies, thereby
collectively enhancing the standard of
baseball stadium and field maintenance
and management.

The SA stated that baseball is among
the most popular sports in Taiwan and
emphasized that managing stadium and
field facilities is crucial for their smooth
operation. The seminar aims to be a
platform for exchange and sharing among
baseball venue management and super-
visory staff, enhancing their professional
knowledge and the quality of the venues.
This, in turn, is expected to provide play-
ers and fans with a superior environment
for playing and spectating.
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Sports Administration Guides CTBA and
Two Leagues in Establishing Long-term
Training System for National Team
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The Sports Administration guides the Chinese Taipei Baskethall Association (CTBA) and two professional basket-
ball leagues towards establishing a long-term training system for the national team through sustained three-way

cooperation (FIBA Asia Cup 2025 Qualifiers, provided by the CTBA, authorized by FIBA)

In response to concerns and expec-
tations regarding controversies surrounding
the national team's training for the FIBA
Asia Cup 2025 Qualifiers, Director-General
of the Sports Administration (SA) Cheng
Shih-chung has engaged in comprehensive
discussions with Chinese Taipei Basketball
Association (CTBA). Progress actions have

been formulated on key topics including
future national team formation, training
systems, foreign player naturalization, and
athlete insurance.

Director-General Cheng and CTBA
have established preliminary consensus
principles for the national team training
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system. In the future, training rights and
responsibilities for international events in-
volving professional players will mirror the
cooperation seen in baseball's first-level
international events between amateur and
professional players. Under this model,
CTBA and the two professional basketball
leagues will collaborate to form a training
team. This team will assist the coaching
staff in selecting a long-term training ros-
ter based on objective data, preparing for
international competitions. They will also
establish mechanisms for player selection,
considering the new home and away game
system. Additionally, they will implement
sports support models including long-
term data collection, physical training,
and athlete protection, aiming to enhance

The SA thanks all players and staff of the Men's National Basketball Team for their teamwork during the FIBA Asia
Cup 2025 Qualifiers (authorized by FIBA, provided by the CTBA)

Taiwan’s international basketball compet-
itiveness and create a new brand for the
national basketball team.

Regarding the naturalization of
foreign players, CTBA will continue nego-
tiations for the participation of naturalized
players Atino and Davis in the national
team. Additionally, they will consult with
outstanding foreign players from leagues
such as P LEAGUE+, T1, and SBL who
are interested in naturalizing to ROC
nationality. Concurrently, SA will actively
engage with the Ministry of the Interior to
expedite the naturalization process, align-
ing with the international trend of using
naturalized players to boost international
competitiveness.

14



Regarding athlete insurance, the
CTBA will adopt practices from Major
League Baseball (MLB) and negotiate
with MLB teams to provide player salary
contracts while concealing personal
information, facilitating insurance un-
derwriting. Additionally, they will seek
assistance from the state-owned banking
system. Other player rights issues, (in-
cluding image rights and game fees), will
be discussed with representatives from
professional leagues, labor unions, and
active players. The CTBA aims to finalize
these discussions promptly, evaluating
and signing agreements with reference to
the professional baseball model's group
agreement feasibility.

Regarding the Taiwan men’s basket-
ball team’s game against the New Zealand
team at the Taipei Heping Basketball Gym-
nasium on February 22" night, the play-
ers demonstrated unity, determination,
and perseverance throughout the game.
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Despite facing a taller and higher-ranked
opponent, they fought bravely on the
court. Although the outcome resulted in a

loss, their overall performance and fight-
ing spirit were commendable, showcasing
true sportsmanship. The SA extends spe-
cial thanks to all the team staff for their
dedication and efforts.

The SA emphasized the need to
boost Taiwan's basketball competi-
tiveness internationally and nurture
the domestic professional basketball
industry. To achieve these goals and meet
public expectations, it called for closer
cooperation between the CTBA and the
two professional leagues. Together, they
aim to establish a long-term, systematic
national team training program, fostering
mutual support and shared responsibility.
This collaboration is envisioned to elevate
Taiwan's basketball globally, solidify its
position in Asia, and usher in a new era of
success for Taiwanese basketball.
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Fostering the New Generation Promoting
the Modern Charm of Folk Sports

National School Folk Sports Games

The Year of the Dragon has arrived,
ushering in traditional dragon dance
activities commonly observed during the
Lunar New Year festival. These activities,
which have evolved from cultural rituals
such as ancestor worship and rain
prayers, have transformed into a com-

petitive sport, now officially recognized
under Article 3 of the Enforcement Rules
of the National Sports Act.

The Sports Administration (SA)
has long been dedicated to ensuring the
sustainable development and inheritance
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of Taiwan's traditional sports. Through
initiatives such as organizing folk sports
competitions in schools at all levels, pro-
viding teacher training, and developing au-
dio-visual teaching materials, folk sports
have flourished, becoming an integral part
of the education system. These efforts of-
fer students diverse learning opportunities
and foster lifelong sports habits.

The SA organizes the annual “Nation-
al School Folk Sports Games.” Participa-
tion has surged over the past two decades,
from 1,134 entries in the 2003 school year
to 9,083 entries from 532 schools across
20 counties and cities in the 2023 school
year. This eight-fold increase underscores

the growing popularity of folk sports on
campuses and underscores the revival
of traditional sports, effectively engaging
students in their studies.

In recent years, the National
School Folk Sports Games has seen the

emergence of several dominant teams,
including Changhua Fangyuan Junior High
School's dragon dance team, the Univer-
sity of Taipei's lion dance team, Miaoli
Houlong Elementary School's diabolo
team, and Kinmen Zhongzheng Elemen-
tary School's civil formation team. All the
teams have achieved excellent results for
nine consecutive years. Kaohsiung Jiading
Elementary School won three consecutive
championships in the Songjiang Forma-
tion event. Pingtung Renai Elementary
School’s rope jumping team and Kinmen
Jinning Elementary School’s diabolo
team won special distinction in two highly
competitive events with the most teams
entered. These achievements underscore
the steadfast support, dedication, and
success of schools across all levels in
promoting folk sports.
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To further enhance the level and
challenge of the competition, and share
it with all people who love folk sports
through live broadcast, the SA has added
an “Elite Finals” since the 2019 academic
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year to select the most enjoyable events

including dragon dance. The top two teams
from each group compete for the presti-
gious “Gold Award” in these five unique
events. This not only tests athletes' skills
but also serves as a platform for showcas-
ing cultural heritage and innovation.

During the Lunar New Year festival,
viewers worldwide can visit MOE Sports,
the official YouTube channel of the SA
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOu
V3RRqg3s, clip 7:50-50:50), to witness the
outstanding performances of the top two
teams in the national dragon dance compe-
tition for mixed teams. Teams from Tainan
Municipal Dajia Elementary School, Tainan
Municipal Guinan Elementary School, Chan-
ghua County Fangyuan Junior High School,
and New Taipei Municipal Shuangxi High
School showcase their skills in this capti-
vating dance sport, blending martial arts,
dance, and folk drum music. Professional

teachers provide insightful commentary,
allowing viewers to immerse themselves in
the atmosphere of the Year of the Dragon.

The National School Folk Sports
Games serves as more than just a presti-
gious sports competition; it represents a
fusion of Taiwan's traditional folk sports
culture with modern education. By inte-
grating folk sports into school curricula, it
infuses vitality into their preservation and
future evolution, laying a solid foundation

for continued growth and development.
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Sport Terms EEE&E
Paralympic Games ARt 5 E B &
Sports facilities EENERHE
Baseball stadium ki
Naturalization BBt
International trend EfRES
Defeat with honor B BIRGS
Competitive sports RS iES)
Folk sports RI4R8F
Dragon dance e
Diabolo #HEE5
Lion dance R
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