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Taiwan’s Baseball Team Wins the WBSC
Premier 12 Championship, President Lai
Ching-te Meets Our Sporting Heroes
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In the 2024 WBSC Premier 12 final, Taiwan defeated Japan 4-0 to win the championship, achieving the best
result ever. The win was the result of the collective efforts of the team’s coaches, players, and administrative

support staff.

On November 24, Taiwan’s baseball the history of Taiwanese baseball. Upon
team won the championship at the 3™ receiving the news, President Lai Ching-
World Baseball Softball Confederation te immediately sent a congratulatory
(WBSC) Premier 12 tournament, marking message to commend the outstanding
the first-ever major international title in performance of the players. Deputy Min-
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The Chinese Professional Baseball League held the
Baseball Heroes Victory Parade on the afternoon of
November 26. The cheering public lined the streets
(Front row, right to left: Head Coach Tseng Hao-chu,
Coach Kao Chih-kang).

ister of Education, Chang Liao Wan-chien,
presented the team with congratulatory
letter on behalf of the President after the
tournament.

When the team returned home,
President Lai arranged for fighter jets
to accompany their plane. During their
reception by the President, they were wel-
comed with the highest honors, including
a formal military salute, and President Lai
expressed his gratitude to the team.

At the welcome dinner, Premier
Cho Jung-tai congratulated the players,
praising their excellent performance,
and extended his thanks to the team,
the administrative and logistical support
staff, and the intelligence collection team.

He personally presented a "Certificate
of Gratitude" to the team, which was re-
ceived by Team Captain Chen Chieh-hsien,
expressing deep appreciation.

Chinese Professional Baseball
League (CPBL) President, Tsai Chi-chang,
also expressed his special thanks to
Sports Administration (SA) Director-Gen-
eral Cheng Shih-chung for fully supporting
the "National Team Training Improvement
Program for First-class Baseball Events"
proposed by the CPBL. On the same
afternoon, a celebratory event, "Baseball
Heroes Victory Parade," was organized to
share the joy and honor of victory.

The victorious Taiwan team visited President
Lai Ching-te. President Lai not only praised the
team's hard work but also inquired about the
players' injuries and pointed out that the excel-
lent coaching staff was one of the key factors in
this victory.
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After the victory parade, the team
visited the Office of the President, where
they were greeted with the highest honor,
a military salute. President Lai, along with
Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim, greeted
the players with high fives and embraces.
In his speech, President Lai once again
congratulated the team and individually
acknowledged each player's outstanding
performance during the competition,
praising the team for making history.

Taiwan’s Head Coach Tseng Hao-chu (left) pre-
sented President Lai Ching-te (center) and Vice
President Hsiao Bi-khim with a signed ball from
the entire team as a souvenir.
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Sports Administration Commends
Enterprises for Employing Sports
Instructors to Increase Enterprise
Sustainable Development Momentum

The 2024 Commendation Event for Promoting Corporate Recruitment of Sports Instructors arranged for Taoyuan
Metro Corporation Assistant Manager Cheng Ruo-ping to share the company’s experience in promoting employee
sports.

The Sports Administration(SA) held
the 2024 Commendation Event for Pro-
moting Corporate Recruitment of Sports
Instructors on November 13. Chief Sec-
retary Lu Chung-jen personally presented
awards to companies participating in the
program. In addition to displaying the

results of the implementation of this plan
over the years and the results of corporate
employee sports management, the event
also invited company representatives to
share the assistance and changes that
the management of employee sports
has brought to the company, to promote
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exchanges and learning among various

industries, and to lead and promote the
culture of workplace sports.
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Chief Secretary Lu Chung-jen of the Sports
Administration (left) presented a trophy of thanks
to General Manager Hong Kuo-chan of Zhenyu
Hardware Co., Ltd. (right) who hired a sports
instructor.

To encourage more companies to
hire sports instructors, this event arranged
corporate experience sharing. Cheng
Ming-hsiang, Chief Operating Officer of
FSP Group Inc, introduced how the com-
pany has used complete employee sports
facilities and annual sports activities (such
as Family Day, Mountaineering Day, etc.)
and the implement of a physical activity
credit system, combined with the strong
support of leadership, FSP Group Inc has
created a workplace environment with
work-life balance. He further shared this
year’s newly hired sports instructors,

emphasizing the advantages of these pro-
fessionals in promoting employees’ sports
motivation and creating a dynamic work-
place. Cheng Ruo-ping, assistant manager
of the Human Resources Department of
Taoyuan Metro Corporation, introduced
the company's practice of combining
sports instructors and sports clubs; she
shared that the company started from
peer exchange competitions and gradually
encouraged the establishment of sports
clubs and set up of sports facilities. They
also organize activities such as road run-
ning activities and sports parents' days,
to implement employee health promotion
and realize the company's vision of sus-
tainable development.

The SA stated that since 2018, it
has been implementing the "Promoting
Corporate Recruitment of Sports Instruc-
tors" program. To date, the program has
facilitated the employment of 645 sports
instructors in enterprises, subsidized over
2,360 employee sports activities, and
engaged more than 570,000 participants.
This year alone, 60 companies were
guided to hire 68 sports instructors.
Beyond financial subsidies, the program
also arranges professional consultants for
guidance and consulting services and has
established a sports talent database to
efficiently match companies with sports
professionals, offering comprehensive
support and resources.
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The SA hopes that companies will
regard "regular exercise" as an invest-
ment, implement and develop exercise
habits under the sports instructor system,
manage good employee relations, and
create a sustainable future. We sincerely
invite more companies to participate in
the "Promoting Corporate Recruitment
of Sports Instructors" program and work
together to enhance the national sports
culture.

The Sports Administration held the 2024 Commen-
dation Event for Promoting Corporate Recruitment
of Sports Instructors. Chief Secretary Lu Chung-
jen attended to affirm the enterprises participating
in the program and their promotion of employee
sports.
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The UBL Welcomes the New Season:
Division 1 Kicks Off on the 25th
in Kaohsiung and Pingtung
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The University Baseball League (UBL) welcomes the new season. Division 1 kicks off on the 25" in Kaohsiung and

Pingtung.

The 2024 academic year University
Baseball League (UBL) officially began
with a press conference held on Novem-
ber 19. Deputy Director-General of the
Sports Administration (SA), Fang Jui-wen,
expressed hopes that through cooperation
with the Chinese Taipei University Sports
Federation (CTUSF), they can create a
high-quality stage for university baseball

players, cultivate more outstanding base-
ball talents, and increase the visibility of
university baseball. The highly anticipated
Division 1 games began on November 25
in Kaohsiung, Pingtung, and Taitung. After
the preliminary and knockout rounds, the
championship will be decided on January
18 and 19, 2025.
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The university years are not only
crucial for players to hone their skills and
strengthen their mental resilience but also
serve as an opportunity for all baseball
enthusiasts to explore and challenge
themselves. This year's theme emphasiz-
es the idea that "focusing on the present
means continuously moving forward."
Beyond the field, it represents the players’
shared experience of facing challenges
and seizing each moment to give their
best, driving continued progress.

Deputy Director-General Fang
emphasized that cultivating sports talents
is fundamental to national strength and a
critical factor in global competitiveness.
Through the UBL, Taiwan's baseball
performance has significantly improved,
with notable increases in team quality,
the number of teams, and the availability
of basic baseball fields. To sustain these
achievements and further enhance the
quality of baseball in Taiwan, the SA will
prioritize both “quality and quantity,”
collaborating with schools, local govern-
ments, and private organizations to foster
the growth of student baseball.

Players from last year's champions,
Chen Ying-rui and Wang Ding-jun, shared
their emotions upon winning the title.
They emphasized the importance of team-
work and continuous self-improvement
during training, which helped them build

competitiveness. They encouraged all
student-athletes to prepare themselves so
they can shine on the right stage. Female
UBL player Wang Hsin-yu, also shared
her experience, encouraging more female
baseball players to participate by using
her own journey as an example.

Deputy Director-General of the Sports
Administration, Fang Jui-wen, expressed the hope
that through cooperation with the Chinese Taipei
University Sports Federation, they can create a high-
quality platform for university baseball players,
cultivate more talented baseball players, and
increase the visibility of university baseball.

This year, the league has partnered
with the Environmental Protection Admin-
istration (EPA) for the first time to bring
environmental awareness to university
campuses, setting a new example of
student sports events incorporating envi-
ronmental sustainability. By emphasizing
environmental education, the league
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addresses issues such as reducing plastic
usage, lowering carbon emissions, and
achieving net-zero goals. Reusable ice
packs and bands minimize waste, making
games eco-friendly and supporting net-ze-
ro goals.

This year's league features 94
schools and 120 teams, divided into
four categories: Public Division I, Public
Division II, General, and Women's League.
Division 1 kicked off on November 25, with
16 teams playing in a round-robin format
in Kaohsiung, Pingtung, and Taitung. The
second round will take place at the Taic-
hung National Taiwan University of Sport
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baseball field, where the top 8 teams
will compete in a round-robin format. All
games in the knockout and finals stages
will be streamed live. Fans can follow the
action on MOMO TV and SSU TV.

For more information about the UBL,
visit the official website:

UBL Official Website: https://www.
ubl.com.tw/web/index.php

Follow UBL Facebook Page: https://
www.facebook.com/Ubl AEEEK B EIE
-270269636781302/
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The 16th Sports Activist Awards
Commendation Ceremony: Paying
Tribute to the Sports Activists

Il & ...

The 16™ Sports Activist Awards Commendation Ceremony held, expressing gratitude to all sports activists for
their strong support of sports, looking ahead to more all-out effort in the future!

On November 29, 2024, the Sports
Administration (SA) honored the winners
of the 16" Sports Activist Awards,
expressing gratitude to the companies,
organizations, and individuals who spon-
sor and promote sports activities. Their
selfless contributions were highly praised,
recognizing them as Taiwan’s most
important “Sports Activists.” Minister
without Portfolio Shih Che attended the

ceremony to present the awards, express-
ing hope that the awardees' exemplary
efforts would inspire others and expand
their impact, benefiting more athletes and
sports teams.

The Sports Activist Award is divided
into three categories: Sponsorship,
Promotion, and Special. This year, with
enthusiastic participation from all sectors,
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a total of 126 submissions were received,

resulting in 66 award-winning entries.
These included 94 entries in the Spon-
sorship category and 19 in the Promotion
category, setting a new record. It is hoped
that continued collaboration between the

government and private sector, along with
greater involvement from individuals and
organizations, will further advance grass-
roots sports development and strengthen
Taiwan’s competitiveness on the interna-
tional sports stage.
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Accessibility Upgraded: Inspection Results
for 26 Spectator Sports Venues Released
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Wheelchair seating experience for spectators (photo taken by the program implementation team).

With the growing popularity of
sports and the increasing construction of
competition venues, the Sports Admin-
istration (SA) is committed to enhancing
accessibility in sports facilities, ensuring
individuals with impairments can fully
enjoy the excitement of live competitions.
To evaluate the accessibility of spectator
sports venues nationwide, the SA commis-

sioned National Taiwan Normal University
to implement the "2023-2024 Program for
Creating a Friendly Sports Environment
for Special Needs Groups." The project
inspected 26 major venues hosting profes-
sional baseball, basketball, and volleyball
games, aiming to improve convenience
and ensure facilities meet the needs of
people with impairments.
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The two-year site inspections cov-
ered major sports venues across Taiwan,
including large facilities like Rakuten
Taoyuan Baseball Stadium, Kaohsiung
Arena, and Taipei Gymnasium, as well as
basketball courts and baseball fields. The
inspections assessed accessible features
such as barrier-free entrances, accessible
parking spaces, wheelchair seating (with
companion seating), escalators, and
accessible restrooms. They also evaluated
signage clarity, aisle widths, and the
availability of assistive devices for various
types of impairments, ensuring the venues
comply with standards and meet users'
practical needs.

Accessible entrance example for people with
impairments (Taipei Heping Basketball Gym).

The findings highlighted significant
improvements in the overall accessibility
of sports venues, driven by the efforts
of local governments and increasing
awareness of sports equity. Notable
examples include the wheelchair and
special needs seating at Kaohsiung
Arena, accessible ticketing and restroom
facilities, employee-friendly services,
and the implementation of guide paths.
Taipei Heping Basketball Gym stood out
for its accessible ticketing entrances,
clear parking lot signage, and efficient
elevator flow design. Tainan Municipal
Baseball Stadium also impressed with
its well-designed dining areas. These
venues exemplify outstanding accessible
facility design.

The SA emphasized that a key aspect
of this inspection was the involvement of
domestic impairment groups, experts, and
athletes with various impairments, who
provided practical feedback on the acces-
sibility and usability of sports venue facili-
ties. Their input highlighted areas needing
improvement in facility distribution, con-
venience, and maintenance management.
While most venues offered basic acces-
sible facilities, issues remained in layout,
details, and upkeep. For example, some
wheelchair seating areas were occupied
by non-disabled individuals, accessible
pathways were obstructed, and certain
aisles experienced water accumulation.
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Additionally, although some facilities met
regulatory standards, poor maintenance
impacted usability, such as malfunctioning
automatic flushing systems in accessible
restrooms and unstable handrails.

The inspection revealed that 13
of the 26 baseball venues still faced
issues such as the absence of accessible
pathways, a lack of guide facilities for the
visually impaired, insufficient seating for
wheelchair users, and other related short-
comings. The remaining 13 comprehen-
sive venues displayed common deficien-
cies, including a shortage of accessible
restrooms, inadequate wheelchair seating,
and insufficient accessible parking spaces
for motorcycles.
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The results of this inspection will
be published on the SA's official website,
providing a valuable reference for local

governments to enhance their planning of
accessible facilities. Moving forward, the
government will continue promoting the
optimization of accessibility in spectator
sports venues through public construction
projects. The goal is to ensure that acces-
sibility considerations are seamlessly in-
tegrated into the design and management
of sports venues by local governments.
By fostering a fully accessible sports
environment, the initiative aims to allow
everyone—whether participants or spec-
tators—to experience the excitement and
emotional connection of sports competi-
tions without barriers.
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Sport Terms EEl

Delegation

High five

Talent matching

Regular exercise

University Baseball League (UBL)
Make every effort/Go all out
Sports Activist

Accessible toilet

Acceptability

Accessibility

Availability
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