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Development of Sport in Taiwan: Environmental

Change, Ecological Environment and Sports Culture

Abstract

The development and study of sport has attracted much attention in Taiwan over the
last decade. Yet the issues of sports culture in relation to local environmental and
ecological changes have not been valued and discussed as popularly. Among causes of
environmental destruction which are prominently mentioned, such as agriculture,
industry, urban growth and traffic, sport seems to play a relatively minor role.
However, with sport constantly considered as closely related with landscape and
natural resource environment, the issues of sport and environment should be worth
further academic research. The third “World Conference on Sport and the
Environment” in 1999 made a claim on the Olympic Movement’s Agenda 21: Sport
for Sustainable Development. The notion of sustainable development of Olympics not
only demands preservation of our environment, our habitat as well as biodiversity and
natural resources, in balance with economic, social and political development, but
also demands all members of Olympics to play an active role in the course. In
addressing international concern on sport and environment issues, how should the
development of sport culture in Taiwan go? What are the inter-relationships between
sports culture, environmental and ecological environment? How do we connect sport
and environment? How should the development of sport and environment in Taiwan
go? These are essentially urgent questions to be considered in the development of
sport in Taiwan now. In the attempt to answer the above questions, this report
employs the methodology used in historical sociology to examine the origin and the
formulation of sports culture in Taiwan and its connection with the environment,
thereafter projects future directions in the development of sports culture and
environment in Taiwan. The contents of this report are presented under four main
sections: (1) sport, environmental change and ecological environment; (2) the
development of sport and environment in Taiwan; (3) the construction of the
connection of sport and environment in Taiwan; (4) the future development of sport
and environment in Taiwan. The major strands of this analysis are drawn together in

the conclusion.

Keywords: ecological environment, environmental change, sports culture
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